o Rent Checks for Landlords

1. Introductio
The Immigra ty on a landlord (or tenant taking in a lodger), to
carry out a efore letting a property. These checks must be

undertaken ¢ 8 or over to ensure they are legally entitled to rent

nto the property.
bn fines

pdates its code of practice for landlords as
ge. The latest version was published In January
are of the updates, and in particular, changes to
e civil penalty rates. Further information can be
website.

3.1 Righ performed without regard to race, religion, or any
or equality as specified in the Equality Act 2010,
erty. Landlords should therefore apply checks to
(children are exempt), whether they may believe

he UK.

ancies where the property being let will be the
e. The scheme does not apply to long leases,
ion, or student accommodation.

3.2 The

4.1 Resp dlord to undertake a right to rent check. There are
[ nsibility for compliance with the scheme can be

as follows:

t an agent to conduct right to rent checks on your
ce on this topic can be found here.

uently sub-lets and authorises occupation, then
ple for occupation by the subtenants and sub-
pses of the scheme. They may be liable for a civil
bt undertake the prescribed checks and allow
who needs and does not have the right to rent.

4.1.3 D-lets and becomes a landlord, they can ask their
landlord”) to agree to accept responsibility for
-tenants and any contraventions of the scheme.
ill then be responsible for conducting right to rent
any liability for a penalty. This should be an

4.1.4 h property with sitting tenants/occupiers, the new
with the transferring landlord that right to rent
ertaken and retain evidence, for example copies
ked by the previous landlord. The landlord should
r and when further follow-up checks must be

h statutory excuse against penalty is maintained.
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5.

5.1 Unde fall into two broad categories. The two categories
are time limited right to rent.
5.2 Unli
5.2.1 s or people who have an unlimited right to rent.
e the right of abode in the UK, or who have been
ent or have settled status, including via the
no time limit on their permission to stay in the UK.
5.2.2 iable for a civil penalty if they let accommodation
eone with an unlimited right to rent.
5.3 Time
5.3.1] b an unlimited right to rent will have a time-limited
e valid permission to stay, including pre-settled
y will have a right to reside in the UK and will be
umentary evidence (physical or digital) to
5.3.2 able for a civil penalty if they let accommodation
eone with a time-limited right to rent.
5.3. ted to occupy residential accommodation if they
pe in the UK and do not have it. This means they
D rent. A landlord will normally be liable for a civil
b occupation of accommodation for use as an only
son who does not have the right to rent.
How to per eck and how to establish a statutory excuse
from civil li
6.1 In or Ity, landlords must establish what is termed a

excuse under section 24 of the Immigration Act
excused from paying a penalty for letting their
lified from renting. Landlords can establish a
il penalty by conducting checks on all adult
lo one of the following before commencing a

heck on all proposed adult tenants. A breakdown
ist A and List B forms part of the Right to Rent
found here.

6.1.2 using Identity Document Validation Technology
s of an Identity Service Provider (IDSP) (British
y). It is the landlord’s responsibility to obtain
heck from the IDSP and they should ensure they
an IDSP that satisfy a minimum of a Medium

ich is detailed on the government website.

e Home Office online service. Individuals issued
ic Residence Card/Biometric Residence Permit/
it can use the online service. Landlords must
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6.1.4

6.1.5

7. How to mai
7.1 For :
unde

7.2 For t

7.3 To

7.4 The

7.5 Whe
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the photograph on the online right to rent check
dlords should also keep a copy of the response
tenancy and for a period of 12 months after the
n end.

Office Landlord Checking Service. The Landlord
me Office Landlord Checking Service when an

ing:
Certificate of Application (CoA) or an

ent letter or email, confirming receipt of an
e EUSS, on or before 20 June 2021.

-digital CoA confirming the individual has made a
n to the EUSS on or after 1 July 2021, and is
Cs.

er claims or has an appeal pending against their
migration application or appeal with the Home

s with the Home Office
ent by the Home Office.

Service will respond to the landlord with a clear
e within 2 working days. Any response from the
Checking Service must be retained in order to
excuse against a civil penalty. The Landlord
clearly set out whether a check will be required,

h an unlimited right to rent, you only need to
e the tenancy commences and you will maintain
htion of the tenancy.

ight to rent, if landlords carry out the prescribed
h time limited statutory excuse known as the
longest of the following:

ith the date on which the checks were last made;
Dersons permission to be in the UK expires;

alidity period of the document which evidences
K

e a check should be conducted before the expiry
y time the tenant tells the landlord that they have
rmission.

for their continued right to rent. If they cannot
ical or digital), but claims to have reasons for this,
right to rent check from the Landlord Checking

ecks for those whose right to rent is time limited,
a manual check or use the Home Office online
ndertaken and recorded no earlier than 28 days
ancy agreement.
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7.6 Pleas rent check has been conducted using the Home
e and directly from the Home Office, there will be
uments in the lists. Landlords should ensure they

pm the Home Office and keep this safe.

7.7 If the e that an occupier no longer has the right to rent
port to the Home Office as soon as is reasonably
ntains a statutory excuse. The Home Office has
reasonable steps to end a residential tenancy

pe followed.
8.1 Land a civil penalty if:

the initial checks before letting the property and
e that they’ve done so

a follow up check if the initial check shows
ited right to rent

e Home Office if the check shows someone no
nt

le. This would be where the agent or tenant has
ht to rent checks.
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