Guidance Note rity Legacies

Fundraising in the medium/long r charities

A lifetime donation to a charity (as
for a charity. Although preservatio
priority during the Covid-19 pande

ill) produces immediate income
harity’s immediate concern and a
k and plan for the longer term.

In that connection, a charity should
legacy income (i.e. a specific sum
Such donations will of course not
will be received by the charity only
often many years later.

ential source of donations, namely
v by supporters under their wills).
b, given that a supporter’s legacy
hat will occur after the will is made

Nevertheless, a charity can often g
income streams. There are indicati
rates will drive up the level of legag
charities to actively encourage thei

income to supplement its other
raphic changes affecting death
herefore makes sense for

cies in their wills.

Charity supporters’ willingness

It appears that during the Covid-19
hard work. Whilst individuals might
have adequate means to leave leg
family inheritance under their wills)
leave such legacies.

b increasingly recognised charities’
inancial resources, where they do
ion to adequately providing for

willing than before March 2020 to

Charity legacy documents

The Charity & Non-Profit docume
a supporter wishes to give a legad

ing to be included in a will where
be those templates here.

de that wording in their wills if
to send this wording to actual and
ns to them about legacies.

You could suggest to your charity
they wish to leave a legacy to you
potential supporters together with

The benefits of doing so are:

1) to encourage individuals tg
include in their wills rather
providing them with ready-
does not obviate the need
advice and to draft a will.)

harity by giving them wording to
ith their own wording. By

akes their task a little easier. (It
. Solicitor to give them legal

(2) by recommending specific
confident that the legacy cl
receiving the sum that the

in wills, your charity can be more
r will effectively result in it
harity.

The danger that wording might

There is a danger that if your supp
recommended by you, it will not bg
problems arising from using legac
case of Knipe v British Racing Dri
the High Court in December 2020

bir choice rather than the wording
b their legacy to your charity. The
effective is well illustrated by the
and Others which was decided in

In Knipe, the deceased’s will left s
charities. Of those four gifts, one
Drivers' Club Benevolent Fund” b

5 residuary estate to four named
bsidue to the “British Racing
in existence, charitable or
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otherwise, with that name. Anothe bsidue to “The Cancer Research

Fund”, but there was no charity of

If the Will had correctly named an
no need to take the matter throug

would have been no dispute and

b court without either of these two
tion of wills, and looking at the

Fortunately in this case the matte
legacies failing. By applying the la
evidence and circumstances in thg

e was able to identify that thg
British Racing Drivers' Clu
that the gift would go to tha

ded the gift of 50% to go to the
existing charity, and he decided

e could decide, as to the gift
there was no other particul
intended the gift to be for g
Judge was therefore able
to one or more cancer rese

e named entity did not exist and
bd had in mind, the deceased

r than a particular entity. The

of the will should apply that gift
Id carry out that purpose.

The case of Knipe is a salutary re
existing charity, an attempt by the
legal uncertainty and an (often exj

orrectly names and identifies an
hcy might fail or at least lead to

In Knipe, leaving aside the troubl
satisfactory, but it might not have
other cases, a court’s task might g
a legacy gifted to a non-existent o
charity receives that gift under the

those involved, the result was
umstances been different. In

It, and the court might decide that
y fails altogether so that no

The Simply-Docs legacy clause

Keeping in mind the situation illust
risk of your charity being involved
offer, if completed by a charity ang
the charity, can safeguard your ch

and the need to minimize any
legacy clause wording which we
hose wishing to give a legacy to

Q) it can ensure that the chari
and its registered charity n

| identified by its official address

(2) the optional wording includ
of your charity changing it
exist by the date when the

bmplate deals with the possibility
th another charity or ceasing to

The optional wording assists by p
legacy in an appropriate manner i
appropriate, to the same charity u
more charities with the same char

ecutors to give effect to the

ors can pass the legacy, as
successor charity, or to one or
harity.

Where your charity changes it na
included that optional wording in t
longer exists, when your charity e
an indirect interest in seeing that t
same purposes even if only some
wish to recommend that supporte

terest for a supporter to have
es, i.e. where your charity no

r charitable purposes, and it has
tis instead devoted to those

it. Your charity might therefore

g.
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