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DEMOLITION WORKS 
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POINTS COVERED 

 

1. Introduction:     

1.1 All demolition work carries an inherent risk, with primary hazards being falls 
and unplanned collapsing. 

2. Main Points: 

2.1 Structures for demolition must be fully assessed for services, hazardous 
substances/materials (i.e. asbestos), and design.  

2.2 All demolition work must be suitably planned and method statements should 
be produced.  

2.3 All demolition work must be supervised by a competent person.  

 

3. Points to remember 

3.1 Never enter a building if it appears unsafe.  

3.2 Select and use suitable plant (including protected cabs).  

3.3 Wear PPE including head protection, safety footwear, gloves and eye 
protection. Respirators/dust masks should be worn where required (dusty 
conditions).  

3.4 Only work from safe platforms (scaffolds etc.) with safe access/egress.  

3.5 Protect the public using suitable exclusion zones.  Keep footpaths and roads 
clear of debris, damp down dust, minimise noise, and store any 
hoardings/materials in safe locations inside the site.  

3.6 Use banksmen for plant where appropriate.  

3.7 Never demolish walls, floors etc adjacent to other workers.  

3.8 Don’t overload floors, supporting structures etc.  

3.9 When cutting steel, secure gas bottles, ensure flashback arrestors are used, 
store any spare bottles in suitable compounds and protect hoses.  

3.10 Ensure adequate fire fighting facilities are present.  

3.11 Do not burn materials/rubbish on site (unless specific permission has been 
granted).  

3.12 If in any doubt regarding procedures — ask! 
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